
                            

                                  

              

 

                  

                

          

               

   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Thursday, May 7, 2009 

U.S. CONGRESS CONSIDERS BOLD LEGISLATION 
TO COMBAT CHILD MARRIAGE 

Bill to tackle child marriage’s root causes, expand girls’ opportunities 



May 7, 2009—More than twenty leading organizations lauded the introduction of 
legislation in both the United States Senate and House of Representatives to prevent child 
marriage in developing countries.  

“It is deeply troubling that girls, little girls only nine or ten years old, are being given as 
child brides to men sometimes decades older, putting these girls at greater risk of 
contracting HIV, dying in childbirth, delivering under-weight babies or living in extreme 
poverty,” said US Representative Betty McCollum (MN-4), the bill’s lead sponsor.  “The 
U.S. invests billions of dollars to improve the lives of people in the poorest countries. 
Child marriage is a horrific human rights violation that undermines that investment.”   
 
“The manner in which a country treats women and children says a lot about its cultural 
and societal values,” said Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-IL.), who is the lead sponsor of the 
Senate’s bill along with lead Republican cosponsor Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME).  
“Young teenage girls who are forced to marry face serious health risks and are often far 
less educated than their unmarried peers,” Durbin continued.  “This bill will bring this 
harmful practice to an end and give millions of girls around the globe hope for a better 
future.”    

The bills authorize U.S. foreign assistance funding over five years to prevent child 
marriage and provide educational and economic opportunities to girls in the developing 
world. The policy would help ensure that the fundamental human rights of girls are 
protected by: 

·  Promoting community understanding of the practice’s harmful impact; 
·  Requiring the State Department to report on this harmful practice in its annual 

Human Rights Report; and  
·  Scaling-up community-based efforts to offer viable alternatives to early marriage.   

Child marriage is common in many parts of the world. Some 60 million girls in the 
developing world are married and if current patterns continue, more than 100 million 
girls will be married during the next 10 years.  
 
Because their bodies are not yet fully developed, child brides run a very high risk of 
complications in pregnancy and childbirth. Young brides are more likely to experience 
gender-based violence, and are highly vulnerable to sexually transmitted infections, 
including HIV, particularly when their husbands are older. Most are forced to leave 
school when they marry, which limits their future economic opportunities and contributes 
to an ongoing cycle of poverty.   
 
More than 40 leading human rights, development and health organizations supported this 
legislation during the 110th Congress.  
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CONTACT:  
 
Advocates for Youth (www.advocatesforyouth.org) 
Marcela Howell, 202.419.3420 x. 42, Marcela@advocatesforyouth.org  
 
American Jewish World Service (www.ajws.org)  
Joshua Berkman, 212.792.2893, jberkman@ajws.org  
 
Americans for UNFPA (www.americansforunfpa.org) 
Deni Robey, 646. 649. 9104/ 646.526.5321 (cell), drobey@americansforunfpa.org 
 
CARE (www.care.org)  
Nolu Crockett-Ntonga, 202-595-2806 (office), 301-219-1969 (cell), nntonga@care.org 
 
Center for Women Policy Studies (www.centerwomenpolicy.org)   
Leslie R. Wolfe, Ph.D., 202. 872. 1770 , lwolfe@centerwomenpolicy.org  
 
Coptic Orphans (www.copticorphans.org) 
Diana Boeke, 703.641. 8910 , dboeke@copticorphans.org, 
 
Family Violence Prevention Fund (www.endabuse.org) 
Kiersten Stewart, 202.682.1212, kiersten@endabuse.org 
 
FXB USA (www.fxb.org)  
Kathleen Letchford, 212.697.3566, KLetchford@fxb.org  
 
Global Action for Children (www.globalactionforchildren.org) 
Leila Nimatallah, 202.589.0808 x.223/301.922.9196 (cell) 
LNimatallah@globalactionforchildren.org 
 
International Center for Research on Women (ICRW) (www.icrw.org)  
Sandra Bunch, 202.742.1240, SBunch@icrw.org 
Stephanie Miedema, 202.742.1212, SMiedema@icrw.org 
 
International Women’s Health Coalition (www.iwhc.org) 
Kelly Castagnaro, 212.801.1266/646.707.1004 (cell), kcastagnaro@iwhc.org  
 
National Council of Jewish Women (www.ncjw.org)  
Nina Schwartz, 202.296.2588 x.7, nina@ncjwdc.org  
 
One By One (www.onebyone.org) 
Heidi Breeze-Harris, 206. 297. 1418, heidi@fightfistula.org 
 
Pathfinder International (www.pathfind.org) 
Cara Hesse, 617.924.7200 x. 216, chesse@pathfind.org  
 
Sauti Yetu Center for African Women (www.sautiyetu.org) 



Asmaa Donahue, 718. 665.2486/ 917.442.7076 (cell), adonahue@sautiyetu.org 
 
School Girls Unite (www.schoolgirlsunite.org)  
Wendy Lesko, 301. 929. 8808, schoolgirlsunite@gmail.com  
 
Tostan (www.tostan.org)  
Gannon Gillespie, 202.408.9280/ 301.579.4916 (cell), gannongillespie@tostan.org 
 
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church & Society (www.umc-gbcs.org) 
Linda Bales, 202-488-5649, lbales@umc-gbcs.org  
 
United Nations Foundation (www.unfoundation.org)   
Yolanda Taylor, 202-778-1630, ytaylor@unfoundation.org  
 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF (www.unicefusa.org)  
Mark Engman, 202.296.4209, mengman@unicefusa.org  
 
Women Thrive Worldwide (www.womensedge.org)  
Anugraha Palan, 202. 884. 8399, apalan@womenthrive.org  
 
 
 
 

 


